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Chapter 1. Introduction to Unix and Linux

1.1. Operating Systems History

Students of Berkeley were happy to join in the development of Bell Labs Unix, but were not so
happy with the restrictive licensing. Unix was open source software, but it still required purchase of
a license. So during the eighties, they rewrote all the Unix tools, until they had a complete Unix-like
operating system. By 1991, the BSD (Berkeley Software Distribution) branch of Unix was
completely separate from the Bell Labs Unix. NetBSD, FreeBSD and OpenBSD are three current
Unix-like operating systems derived from the 1991 BSD Net/2 codebase. Sun Solaris, Microsoft
Windows and Apple MacOSX all use source code from BSD.
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